*** PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 8 ***


Dear neighbor,

Over several months the Rules and Regulations Committee has met to formulate proposed changes to the Century Farms Neighborhood Association (“CFNA”) Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions and Easements (“the Declaration”).  These changes are being considered due to homeowner requests and in response to the results of a neighborhood survey conducted in June 2000.

Among the issues homeowners consider important, two would require a change to the Declaration.  These are: restrictions on fences (Article III, Section 5) and temporary structures (Article III, Section 4).  Changes to the Declaration require a ballot, whereby a change would only happen if 169-plus of our 253 homes vote for it.

The purpose of the attached survey is to earn your opinions on these and a few other issues.  Your responses will help the committee and the board determine whether there should be a formal ballot to propose changes to the Declaration.  The attached document is a nonbinding survey, NOT a ballot.  YOUR RESPONSE TO THESE QUESTIONS, THEREFORE, IS NOT A BINDING VOTE FOR OR AGAINST ANY ISSUES.  A formal ballot vote by all homeowners on these issues, if deemed warranted, will be conducted early next year.

Please note the following as you complete the survey:

A) The survey is confidential (i.e., neighbors should seal their completed survey in the accompanying envelope prior to returning it—your answers will be kept confidential) but not anonymous, given that the board wants to know if, for example, all the Conestoga Road neighbors whose homes border the northern perimeter want perimeter fences.

B) To maximize the survey return rate and to save hundreds of dollars in postage, a volunteer neighbor distributed this survey to you.  When you finish the survey, please seal it in the accompanying envelope (remember to include this sheet) and return it to the neighbor who gave it to you.  Please note the OCTOBER 8 deadline.  You may use pen or pencil.

C) The board will compile the survey responses and post the results on our website in late October.

D) Help us fix errors in our database by writing in the correct info when you see, at the top of this sheet:

a) an inaccurate name (e.g., the person listed moved away—please write in the new names)

b) misspelled names

c) missing names (there are two homeowners but only one name is listed at the top of this sheet)

d) instances when someone would prefer a nickname instead of the name listed

E) With regard to fences, note that, if all Century Farms homeowners later vote in a formal ballot to allow fences, the City of Naperville mandates the following restrictions:

a) All non-corner houses can have fences up to the property line to a maximum height of 6 feet.

b) If a house on a corner wants a fence, any part of the fence near the corner that goes all the way to the property line, or up to 10 feet from the property line, is restricted to a maximum height of 4 feet.  Any part of the fence that is not near the corner or is 10 feet or further away from the corner property line can rise to a maximum height of 6 feet.

c) If a fence has a finished side and an unfinished side, the finished side must face outward.

d) Any fence near electrical boxes or other utility pedestals must have a removable section or be set 5 feet back from the unit.

F) Please list one or two e-mail address(es) below if you are not already on the CFNA E-mail List but would like to join our new list that will include only one-way communications from the board (likely to average only 1-2 important messages per month):
                                          ______________________________________________________________________________

The board deeply thanks Ian Carrus, Mike Progler, and the other volunteer members of the Rules and Regulation Committee who have spent dozens of hours researching and otherwise preparing this survey.  We’d also like to thank the 15 volunteers who distributed this survey.  If you have questions concerning the survey, please contact Tim Mazur, CFNA board Treasurer, at 630-355-5019 or tcmazur@earthlink.net. 

ISSUE A: Fences

The issue of fences has three components: which homeowners may have a fence, where on the property a fence may be located, and what materials may be used for the fence.  Note that any change to the Declaration will include a requirement that anyone wishing to install a fence must first submit his/her installation plans to the board (or the board’s designee) for review to ensure the plans conform to the approved guidelines.

The questions throughout Issue A below (i.e., the next four pages) are interrelated.  Therefore, we strongly encourage you to read through the entire “A” section before answering any questions.

193 surveys returned

A.1
Are you opposed to any and all fences (i.e., Would you prefer that the 
current covenant in the Declaration that disallows all fences remain unchanged)? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No












      86 yes     106 no

If you marked “Yes,” you can move to Question A.5.

A.2 
At what locations may homeowners have fences?


A.2.1    Should homes that abut one of the ponds be permitted to install a fence? …
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No












      57 yes      44 no

A.2.2 
Should the properties on the northern edge of Century Farms (i.e., abutting 
the industrial park) be permitted to build fences only along the exterior border 
of their property which abuts the industrial park? see sketch below………………[  ] Yes…..[  ] No


83 yes       18 no

A.2.3
Should any property that abuts any one of the four sides of the perimeter of 
Century Farms be permitted to build a fence only along the exterior border of 
their property? (The exterior border is the property line that shares with property 
that is not part of the Century Farms subdivision. This would include the 
properties on the south and west bordering with Cress Creek and those on 
the east bordering with West Ave.) see sketch below
……………………………[  ] Yes…..[  ] No


71 yes       29 no

A.2.4 
Should the properties on any one of the four sides of the perimeter of Century 
Farms be permitted to install privacy fences (i.e., solid; no gaps; cannot be 
seen through) up to 6’ high? …………………………………………………………
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No












      49 yes       52 no

 Comments on questions A.2.1, A.2.2, A.2.3, or A.2.4:
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A. 3
Should all homeowners throughout the entire neighborhood be permitted to build a fence 
encircling all or part of their back yard (subject to the following restrictions)?
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No

         If so, where may the fence be installed?                                                                            57 yes      43 no

A.3.1  (This question and the next one ask only how far forward a fence should be allowed  in relation to the house.) Should fences be permitted to extend only as far forward as the back edge of the house? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






   31 yes      47 no
A.3.2 Should fences be permitted to extend only as far forward as the midpoint of the side of the house? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






   26 yes      52 no
A.3.3 (This question and the next two questions ask only how wide a fence should be allowed in relation to the property line and the house.) Should fences be permitted up to the full width of the back yard? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






   60 yes      21 no
A.3.4 Should fences be permitted only up to one-half the distance from the side lot lines to the edge of the house? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






   9 yes        68 no
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A.3.5
Should fences be permitted only up to the width of the house? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






   8 yes        68 no
A.3.6 (This question and the next two questions ask only how far back a fence should be allowed in relation to the property line and the house.) Should fences be permitted up to the full depth of the lot (to the back property line)? …….
………………………………….[  ] Yes…..[  ] No






  64 yes       16 no
A.3.7
Should fences be permitted only up to 10’ from the back of the lot?……..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No





       11 yes        65 no
A.3.8
Should fences be permitted only up to half the distance from the back of the house to the back property line? …………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No 






   6 yes        69 no
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Comments on Questions A.3 to A.3.8:


A.4  What type of fence should be permitted?

[image: image10.png]


A.4.1 Should fences be limited to only wrought iron or a similar metal (see figure      45 yes     53 no
below or fence currently installed on West Street immediately south of 
Commons Road)? ……………………………………………..………………….…[  ] Yes…..[  ] No

A.4.2  Should wood picket fences be permitted? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No











     58 yes       40 no
A.4.3   If wood picket fences are permitted, what spacing is acceptable? (check one)

 
[  ] no visibility (i.e., privacy)       [  ] minimal visibility (e.g., 1/4”)        [  ]  unlimited visibility


12 no visibility


21 minimal visibility

     36 unlimited visibility
A.4.4 For wrought-iron or wood picket, should the color be limited? (check all that would be acceptable) 
[  ] Black     [  ] Brown     [  ] White     [  ] Natural Wood






     65 black      34 brown     46 white      48 natural wood
A.4.5  For wrought-iron or wood picket, should the height be limited? (Note that the City of Naperville restricts to 4’ the height of fences on corner lots if the fence is within 10’ of the property line.)
…………. [  ] 6’     [  ] 5’     [  ] 4’     [  ] 3’










         37 six   16 five   37 four  3 three
A.5   Porch Railings and Walls

A.5.1 Should there be a height and/or style restriction on these railings/walls?
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                83 yes      96 no
A.5.2 Should any proposed porch/patio/deck which has a railing/wall be subject 
to review by the board prior to installation?
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No  










                                70 yes     106 no
Comments:


ISSUE B: Temporary Structures

These questions deal with Article III, Section 4 of the Declaration, often referred to as the “Shed Rule.” They address what should be considered a prohibited temporary structure and what should be permitted.

B.1 Storage Sheds

B.1.1 Are you opposed to any and all storage sheds? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                99 yes      91 no
B.1.2
Should the location, size, and/or appearance of the storage shed, if
permitted, be restricted (if you mark “Yes,” circle which one or more of the 
three words should be restricted)?  
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                               102 yes      23 no
B.1.3
Should storage sheds be permitted only if they abut the primary residence? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                48 yes      74 no
B.1.4
Should storage sheds be permitted only if built no closer than 10’ to any 
property line? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                42 yes      77 no
B.1.5
Should storage sheds be permitted only on perimeter lots? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                29 yes      89 no
Comments:


B.2  Playground Equipment

B.2.1 Should any proposed playset be subject to review by the board? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                               47 yes      142 no
B.2.2 Should the location, size, and/or appearance of the playset be restricted 
(if you mark “Yes,” circle which one or more of the three words should be 
restricted)?  
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                52 yes     120 no
 Comments:


B.3  Recreational Vehicles

B.3.1 The article of the Declaration dealing with temporary structures also restricts all recreational vehicles. Should recreational vehicles be permitted to be stored on driveways for no more than 72 hours in any 7-day period? ………………………………………………...……...[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                               109 yes      73 no
Comments:


B.4  Tents

B.4.1 The Article of the Declaration dealing with temporary structures also restricts 
tents. Should tents be permitted for recreational purposes in the rear portion 
of the lot for no more than 72 hours in any 7-day period? …
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                               146 yes      42 no
Comments:


ISSUE C: Miscellaneous

C.1    Fishing

Fishing, boating, swimming, ice-skating, and all other recreational use of the ponds are disallowed.  If you see nonresidents doing these activities, you can call the Naperville Police.  If, however, the person doing the activity is a resident, the police cannot do anything—it’s a Rules and Regulations violation subject to a fine.  At this time, the board is considering modifying our insurance policy to permit fishing for residents only.

C.1.1 Should we permit residents to fish in specially designated areas, 
knowing that doing so would increase our insurance premiums? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                68 yes     115 no
Comments:


C.2    Directory

Two years ago one of our neighbors voluntarily created a directory of homeowners’ names, addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, kids’ names and ages, etc.  Now that all building is complete in our neighborhood, the board wants to know if you would like an annual, board-issued directory.  The cost likely would be nothing (if we accepted advertisements), the distribution would be limited to Century Farm residents, and no one would be permitted to use the directory for marketing purposes (though it is difficult to enforce such a restriction).

C.2.1 Should the board create a directory of Century Farm homeowners? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                              150 yes      38 no
C.2.2 If so, what items should be included in addition to addresses and adult’s names (all items would be optional, such that a homeowner could choose not to provide info requested)?

C.2.2.1  Phone numbers ……………………………………..…………………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                           138 yes      15 no
C.2.2.2  E-mail addresses  …………………………………..…………………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                           135 yes      15 no
C.2.2.3  Kid’s names….. ……………………………………..…………………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                           107 yes      43 no
C.2.2.4  Kid’s ages ……..……………………………………..…………………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                             95 yes      50 no
C.2.2.5  Kids willing to mow, snow shovel, babysit, walk pets, etc.  …….…..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                           127 yes      22 no
C.2.2.6  “Yellow Pages” of homeowners who offer services or products 
that might interest other homeowners ………...…..…………………..[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                            124 yes     27 no
 Comments:


C. 3   Neighborhood Watch

“Neighborhood Watch” is a program sponsored by the Naperville Police to prevent crime and otherwise increase security in our neighborhood.  The program includes a process where 20 block captains maintain a “phone tree,” such that, if a child is missing, each block captain would call the 12 homes on his/her list.  The only way we can have a Neighborhood Watch program is if 80% of our 253 homeowners agree to place a sticker in their front window.

C.3.1  Will you place a Neighborhood Watch sticker in your front window? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                              179 yes        8 no
C.3.2 We already have 11 block captains.  Would you be willing to one, whereby 
you would distribute stickers to 12 homes and call them in an emergency? 
[  ] Yes…..[  ] No










                                79 yes      94 no
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